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- Precious in the fight of the Lord is the Death i his Sahni) | 
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"YU His Palm: is wholly  Eucharifticaly-'the Pfalmiſts: !? 
[:. . ſcope being td profeſs his endeared love to God, and - 
Wi -© toexcite himſelfito' a grateful ''acknowtedgement of” 
50%: 1 all :thoſetEngagements which were lyingupon him! 
"to:expreſs:this:Koveof his-in wiz Thankfalneſs for” all thoſe: 
Kindneſfes. which he had made- him the : Subje@t 'of : © Hence: 

there are two'things'which he here endeavours: «5a, 
©x. A ſummary recital of the grounds and:ireafons: of this: : 
Profeftion;or, whitiv was that :God had ſo'deeply obliged him? * 
by, Expreſied, Enlarged, Aggravared to vera. © ' <7 
. 2. An earneſt Endeavour to Afe& and 


-_— 


Engage his-heart- | 
unto ſuitable gratitude, from' hence to the Eid} of the Pſalms 
wherein he ſtudies and promiſeth to let it be) Teaw-that he: was * 
not ſtupidly fegardlefs:of >but ſtitabby-affte@ediwith theſe won- 
drous benefits.of God towards him :. where; while he is bind 
ing of. himſelf to the payment and performance'sf facred and | 
ſolemn. exprefſions/of 'Thanksgiving, and-particular:FTeſtimo= 
miesot a thankful heart, he-draws the knot iclofe and. makes 1 
it more-'indifloluble; by reviving the Argamems or Obligatis | 
ons lying upon-himm;” or by chewing upon the confideration'of 
the endeared Love: of Goddiſcoverigf'1t ſelf, both: to his Peos, * 
plean mm 5.,and4o. hinglelt-in particular, ver, 16. Fo. 
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g, but when dying 


' of Jonadab, the Sor of Rechab, were, by reaſon of- their: ſtrit- - 
| neſs or ſeverity offLife, called ZZafidim,. which is-the-. Words 
' uſedin the/Textat 
- 2. God'sSa1 


5. muſt dye. - It were -fuperffuous to decipher : 
their happine6 in Death, if they were-.not appointed to be the : 
* Subjects of it: the moſt ſtrit, holy. and Exemplary Life of # 
the People of God is no- Bail againſt a bodily death, although-: 
Gods Love bexfuch to: them, that hewill take ;effectual , care a-+ 
bout their dying well ; yer it is his holy pleaſure thatthey ſhall: 
raſt of that'Cup and meet with that common Lot of the chil-. 
drenof Men ; Pſal.89.48MVhat Man is he that Iiveth, and ſhall: 
wot ſee. Death ? ſhall he deliugg bis Soul. from the hand of the) 
= CNET ES 2 Grave? 
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(3) 
Grave? and henee'W6 learn, thatDeath is got'in itſelf athmpt- 
ſs formidable as Men think'it to be, bur.only the manner-of;; 
dying ; it is-no hurt todie if we die Saints..''! 2 1) 

3- The Saints have a priviledge above other; Men in*their- 
Death: what this priviſedge - 15 wilt follow: ;' that there is ; 
ſach a thing; the limitation of the general Subjet, Deathz'to! 
this particular Subje&, Saizts, indifpofing of it to be: capable» 
of the enſuing predication, evidenceth. When:the Pſalmiſt: 
hath ſomething worthy and excellent to fay about Death, 
he reſtrains and bounds it- inthe Sants, q. &.; ath Men: die, 
but all do not thus die; this is not a common” priviledge 
which 'T am ſpeaking of, but it'is appropriated; to: the! Saints 
of God.: Hence; ali that would have any | advantage: above: 
other Men in their dying, muſt make it{their great care-and! 
endeavour whiles they are living to beSqznts:.. . 

- 22 The Predicate of- this Subje&t : Tris precious zn the fight © 
of | God-; amd: here" is a. double excellendy of | the(Savnts:; Death 
diſcovered, wvz. : ©! 1 2198 SR TV is 

x. Innate or real; in it ſelf it is precious : for God: doth - 
not'eſteem of. things otherwiſe then they really - are! ; when 
we hear 'that he reckons them ſo, we may conclude that they 
mult be ſo'indeed: -the word ſignifies, weighty, honourable, 
preciovs,;dear and rare. '''Death. which iS'in'” it} ſelf an'-evit 
thing, when'it befalls a Child of God, becorhes/a thing of ve- - 

ry great worth: 7 | J 

2: In Eſtimation, and thatof him-who beſt: knows what 
eſteem to put upon things, viz.God himielf.; he doth not tell 
us that it iS-ſoin 'the ſight of Men; for their judgement and 
verdi& would not ſufficiently determine the queſtion ; for,as 
for wicked men, they account the Saints /ves to be contem=-- 
ptible, and their-Death inglorious: and as for good men they 
are fallible, liable!to miſtakes; and hence their; judgements 
s'not by' it : ſelf fatistying to Faith, nor may. we build any: 
concluſion upon the credit of thegeſt ot men: but God 
judgeth aright, he knows and ſpegk# the truth, and his teſte-, 
$5554 CO - AS —- | JMOony” 
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CAN : 
nony 1S. td be taken : the.Phrale [ Ju the fight} ſignafies the, 
ent,: knowledge; and accqunt-: 'q. fs thus it 15 to-God,,: 
he who. ſees all things, and diſcepns their iſſues, he reckons ir 
to: be:ſo: [There are divers -thoughts among . Juterpreters. a- 
bour the meaning of this Expreſſion, .or- in what fence the; 
Palmiſt intends that: their death is precious in the ſight of. 
God; which whatit is moſt likely: : be, wall ſpllogy to bg CONs; 
Iidered : : Hence.; FE | 


| Dot. The Death of God, s 'S aints is in his account or ecem 4 
| rhing wery. Precious: | 
© Godſets an high price, not only Lk the Ling: but: pen; 
the Deaths too'of : is: Childrer) ; they are'dear and ak 
Ble to him, not living-only, but dying alſo. | 

For the - clearing .up .of this Truth we may conſider; Z 
$. Who are thoſe Saints of God of whom. this 15. aſſerted ? 
Whats implicd in their Death, being precious in Geds V7 gin; 
3- Whence it comes to paſs that it is ſo ? 

'. I Who are thoſe Saints whoſe death is this wie, ? 

- .A./Thave already hinted the meaning: of. the Word, and 
ſhalb not need to make many Dyuſconries upon the ;thing, or 
enter a treatiſe about the quality and kind of Sandtity. There 
&'none-on this {ide'the Grave is f6;hoky, but to -have-in him- 
'fome defilement,none ſo clean; but there may be ſome ſpots 
-and blemiſhes found in him, Eccleſi7.20. There is not a juſt. 

 Mawiupou Barth that-dothh: good. and firneth not: But: a Saint 
£1-aGofft!' ſence: may be deſcribe to: be: One; who bei; 
powerfully wrought upon in'effeRual, vocation, and therein, 
eonverted throughly unto God, hath the Grace of SanRifi- 
eation wrought in him, and: the Spirit: of, Holineſs given to: 
him, to.dwell in thim; and to: purge. his: Hears /and Conſcis 
&nce.! There att Sazats in Heaven; and they! are juſt! Men. 
Made perfect 3 and there ate: $azxts-on-the Earth too, R/ak: 
16.3. To the Saints thi "ls the: Earth : and theſe though, 
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(F) 
whom the Grace of Got} hath: taught in. part; and-is' daily 
further "teaching thoſe Eeffons, 7#.2.1 1,12; To: deny ungodli-: 
eſs and worldly Lufts, and to live Soberly, Righteouſly, and 
Godly in this preſent world. - They . do-not ly wallowing in: 
the mire of Sin, nor delighting themſelves in ſuch courſes- 
aS are-provoking. ts God; but are ih- heart, ſoul and "ſpirit 
devoted unto him and tus-fervics;(ſeeking: his honour, ſtu- 
dying hisglory, contriviighow they'may beſt ſerve their Ge-- 
neration to his praiſe, | Ina word, every one that by the po-- 
wer of Gods $piritis taken out of the World, and made @ 
true Believer,:'1S alfo -a_; Saint in''an Evangelical account? : 
Converſion and-Sanctification go together inſeparably : 'Et- - 
fectual vocation both deſigns and: produceth- Sanctifications . 
x. Cor.t.z. Called tobe Saints, and ſach as theſe are, aretheres - 
fore called the Saints of 'God-- ac RESTO 

x. Becauſe God hath choſen and ſepardted: them-for hims - 
fel; and his own ſervice! P/aL4.'$: '&#ow That the Lord hath - 
fet upart him that is godly for toukeir : He hath taken" theny | 
out of the World, and conſecrated them to+ an' higher and 
more-noble Imployment than ſuch as the reſt of Man-kind 
are-engaged in : now whatſoever is devoted to'any ſpecial 
ſervice of God,'is thereinſaid to be Safictified for to ſancti- - 
fie, is:to ſeparate from. common, anddedicate-to! ſpecial, ti - 
vine uſe and ſervices: upon;this'account' the” Tabernacle and 
Temple, the: Altar, the Veſſels, the Prieſts, the 'Levites, the - 
People of //rae/wereaccounted Holy; and: the'miore feparas - 
ted they wete, the more holy wete they: reputedtobet. -- 

|. Becauſe they ſtand'neatly' related to Chriſts HolineB: ; 
not only Chriſts Righteouſneſs, 'as it ftands to 'anfwer the -: 
Law for'them -in way: of - Juſtification, is imputed: unto » 
them; but his Holineſs alſo is imputed: untb0theel F6g | 
Sanctification z> there:l1$vallrelatiie? Sahcnity "pon every , 
true Believer ; and hence Chriſt is faid to' be mide wht - 
them Sandtification, x Cor:50. thepye i0u8 Prieſts Robes of 
thr eldec other 86 wpon hiſt the Getemenial | 
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Law, the Water of Purification; by being Tprinkſed -ipon the 


perſons and. inftruments-. that -were. for the ſervice of the: 


Sanfuary, SanRified. them. :. thus the blood" of Chriſt ſprink- 
led upon a-Child of God, renders [lum pure in God's. Hojy 
a - EY 
'3- Becauſe. they have:the inchoations of inhetent Sanity 
in-them : there is a real formal Holineſs in -.every::true Be- 
Lever, and though imperſect in degrees, yet) perigct in parts: 
the Holy Spirit of God.given to, and dwelling in the-Peaple 
-of God, works them up to a Conformity to himflf,: and ren- 
ders them like unto: as Holy God:; :and hence it 1s, that-Be- 
Levers are faid:to-be'partaters of thedivine ature, x Pet.3 4: 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath wrought.them-ppaunto Holineſs, 
Hence that x Zheſ.4.3. For this is the Will of God; even . your 
 Sanftification, and that verſe 7. For God hath wot- called As: unto 
Tmleauneſs; but unto, Hdlinefsr; > (1. 
\+:4- \Becaule, they are growing up to, and! ek "ge ved 


fection,of Holmeſs : .-Grace inherent's.-Hohneſs: begun; and. 


founded in the Believer, but they. grow-1n it,'P/al. 92.1273. 
The Righteous ſhall flouriſh &c. and! as-the Lord Jeſus. Chriſt 
hath laid the foundation in them by efloctual. vocation, fo his 
intention 1$.to. fit them-up for. himelf-4o 45 thatthey thall be 
every .way: like unto him, and this is by-making them--to be 
without. ſpot or wrinkle, Eph. SolrFo 15s 

2. What. is implied in their Death being precious in the hy git 
of God ?. orawbergin he. makes: it appear ſora be 2... .\"\ 

A. In Negatively, -Jye arg. not £0 ſuppoſe. that) God takes 
delight in putting - of his/Servants ito -Dearh;: or :thati their 
Death, aS. ſuch contentshim, or iS a pleaſure -to him; Death 
1m.its own; nature 1s. an--evil;. /it 1s, the , fruit of. the Curſe 
kbroughtin by ſin, and ;for God, to; will Death as:fo;tochis 
| *cople, WERE +NNOE, a1 expralbons ofhis;; _—_— but. Ditpleas, 
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-meanitip to be; that Gold takes'theDeath'sf. his Saints, eſpe- 
cially; when'tit is procured-by:the- means/of their Enemies, 
very:grievouſly or heavily ;- it isHuch'a -thing as he eannot 
tell how to bear : and that” David ſpeaks this of his own-ex- 
perience: for'when'Saul, when Abſalom, when+ Achitophel, 
hadicontrived his Death; and ſought wayes how they mighr 
-efted it, God was very angry; and: would not)ſuffer it; yea, 
\manifeldly diſcovered his deepeſt difpkeaſure-abaifſt: them, in 
zhat:ly ſignajurdgements he deftroyedeach of them; --.;'- 
-2.: Others read -It'! [-Rarennd Dear Þ afd” uriderſtand 1t, 
that, becauſe ſuch things asare dear tos; we' are not wont 
to-leave of comnitt' wy" the=difpoſe of\others:3'\therefore:Da- 
'vid intends; that>Goddationers exfily: orroftont Wicked 
-Men their defires upon his Saiats,grifaffer coHtake 4- 
way their lives ;*and that David. draws this general: Qonclu- 
ſion to comfort others withal; !from;-the: great :Experience 
which he had had ?of! manifold: and! range Dehiverances-: 
. Ag Oro on 2 BYUQN Is tt Of. 1.400% ,2oiffirg 7 

3- The moſt comprehenſive:meaning of this: Expreſſio 
may; bethis,'o/z./ That' God" takes as '$pecialzand weighty 
tare about- the:Death of his Sarnrs,'us men arewont to do'a- 
bout thoſe things that are of greateſt worth and'value in 
<their”efteews: ithe! Sepragghm Tranſhterh it'by 5un;,. Ho- .. 
nourdble, :mtimaring«that God puts: great - honour: upon -his 
dying |Saimts';'1; And/this eftbervdiſorets.ar wil [| SY ON - 

*J0 q(Iu Vigtlalbwife: aud careful timing: of their Death: | He 
Aakes oftier:thathis'People dhdlbaſwayes dieiin the beſt time 

:forithday: irmay'be a bad time:for the 'World'to-loſe: ther 
"17 burtiy $4 good time for them 40: teave rin. Hence, '''/# 
' "Iv"\7 7H-the fttime: is come; Fle\ſeunes their:Lives for them, 

danN a hat ofeenime» uinoft; miracatouily + ſo that all the:Malice, 

Rage, Spite and Power of their Baemies yhalA nat: he able: da efe 

fect it:rovd whilds they are thus Haying:their. hearts together, plot- 

* #itig amt) coroing how to brizg_it about, God : laughs at them, 

?Blal.352 #2339. ThailWicked plots againſt. the Juſt ===: he 

: "D Lora 
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Lore ſhall lang) thi. Hgw: many. conſultations -arid--en- 
deavours were thereagainfithy Lileg ovlthanga/tvs;of oldjangl 
of Zaher an lawn times, prtl yet -theypgould mot gbtain-to 

cut-ſhorr one-of -theit; dayeS:appaintebn; : 1551 of 1! 11 
2 "When their fit tune is rome; and they are; prepared.-for 4t:: 
God: mercifuily taketh order.:about:therr; dyings:2nd' makes 
their Deathuto he fuch, a5:it ſhall; be a:-tplk vibar's;; of; fhis 
deareſt; reſpeR-unto;-theas 5 and{hends-we.-;mey 'obervee 
threefold :creunſtance of the timerpk the Saints dying ';:; ahe 
of 'which is alwayes” accorhmogable] thereunto :: God: there- 

fore takes them away, elther,-: $3 © TIE tout $2055 21 
-121PVhen'they-are 4c/piſeto-or; undervalued row the :IWorld: 
[When Men: grow: weary of themj: apd.cbeirpompany: ts2 
trouble tortheim-;-now: God will not daffertheni tobe trou- 
bled with them any longer,-butdends toferch-them-away to 
@ place; where they :;are hetter thought-!of, and: ſhall : meet 
with amore-Qorthy-:entertaihimnentsc:: It3S Recorded of | thoſe 
Worthies, Heb.1 1.38. That the World was not worthy of thei; 
they were two good-for ther; and-theyrdid fiot know their 
Excellency,:afhd therefore. thought meanly- of -them ; and 
mow God will:not let them-enjoy themaany:langer, he calls 

them horhes 1. 1>1ovcs to Is Thi ann tort? 24 
2. When there are-evil and calamitogs times : haſkeniug: upon 
the place where they live: -they.are taker away - from the.wrath 
70 come, Ifai.57.1.: God now: takes themoff, and- this. he doth 
not only: to make a-way:for'his-wrath,. by taking\them-, out 
of the Gap, where they ood: to-pyevent.ruine; but, alſs,y0 
free: them from'/thoſe: Sorrows ' and: diſtrefling Calamiries 
which elſe they muſt needs - undergo 5/ this was 2 Mercy ipro- 
miſed to tender-hearted: Fore, +: King, 22. wit. Tho. ybalt be 
gathered ro thy Fatbers in peace; und«t hine\eyesfha{not ſetal the 

evil which TI will krong upor this plate;s nn os 2 Si 
3--Hen they have done'the work -of their Generation: God 
hath in his holy\Decree laid out. what-work every -0ne. of lus 
Saints ſhalt de-for hung this Worldy anda Saintwoulo ner 
FOR © . EY - PICS 
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defire to be there any fonger than he hath ſome work todo 
for God; Hence, when they have finiſhed 'their courſe, he 
brings'them- to the Crown': thus we read (of David" AR: 

13.36. When he had ſerved his am Generation, by the THY of 
God, he felt afteep. When #' Believers" work © 15 dope; ts: his 
priviledge to go to reſt.” - ; 308 ER 

' 2. Twhis ſpecial care aboug the manner: of their Death: "For, 

' 1. He,aftortls them his (petial preſence #0 carry them ' #hrowgh 
all the conflitts'plich they hive with Death, and wh all their 
Puemies, who t# that hour aſſault them.” He mikes' all their 
Bed for them'in' theimickneſs, he vifitsthem with ns Holy 
Spirit, comforteth'and refreſheth them againſtall* wo ſears, 
brujfeth Satan for' them. vnder their paid nec to. * 
ſtrengthen thent abainft all their Temptations, *afid' fupport 
them under all their Agonies, and is very careful that they 
{hall inr no wiſe be tempted above what they are aþle. . - 

2. He takes order thet they ſhalf'4;e in peace; whatever 
Troubles. they have been'which they have met with in their 
lives, yet they ſhall meet perfe& peace in their Death, Pſal. 
37-37- Take notice of the perfet man, mark the upright, for the 
latter end of that man is peace. © Death comes nor armed with 
a ſting againſt them, bur the ſting js taken out, and the* poy- 
ſon of it removed, x Cor.15.55. OÞ Death'! where is. thy ſting? 
it comes not as an Officer of Juſtice to Arreſt them» but as 
a friendly Meſſenger to invite them into their Fathers preſence, 
to the Courtof a reconcited / God, /and ' tender-hearted Fa- 
ther, and wSrp embracesofia loving Redeemer. 

" 3. He orders them ſo to lie as to leave a ſweet remembrance 
behind them. Wicked men poſſibly may endeavour, by 
throwing dirt at them, to blemiſh their Names, and yetGod 
often makes themſpeak well of his dead- Saints, ard to build 
the Tombs of the Prophliets 'whom they have kifled : But 
Iowever, in thehearts of the faithful-they have an honoura- 
ble eſteem, a worthy Monument, Pſal.12.6.' The -Righteous 


ſhall be in everlaſting remembrance; Provito?f,” The-memory wf 


of theyuſt is blejjed. Ba 3 tn 
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'3« 1a the care which he takes of them. after their death:thoſe 
that were dear to us in their lives, are not eaſily forgotten by 
us: when. they. are dead, nor axe the Sazyts.by God, but. eife- 
Qually, iaken care for ; For, a9 41) hos bv zh + 

r,: Their duft is not repmed by hins as common, duft, but they 
are laid up by his care, kept under his eye, and preſerved by his 
powerful. providence, as precious Relicks, till they be brought forth 
again inthe day,of.. Reſurreiftion:. : He lays. them. to. reſt in 
peace and ſafety, ſai: 7.2, They [had reſt in their, Beds; their. 
Bodies which\were made "Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
Membersof Jeſus. Chriſt, are not. nowyejected. as worthleſs 
things, butare laid up in Gods C: inf and, ghag xcch tar, 
more-tender., care. then,we do the molt eſtimable jewel; and; 
Hence their Fleſh reſteth in hope, ; P/al. 16.. 9., dying ; Belte-) 
ers can in Faith recommend their dead Bodzes ito the Grave, 
in joyful expectation of an happy , return, and all the, rage 
of Men and Devils ſhall neyer. be able to. prevent this... 


. 2v Theig precious Seult, dggriy Bevgned of 1h Tad Telus aver 
ſafely. guarded, and ſurely tranſported toa fr of. eternal honour 
aud reft : The Saints'die, to. goto, and to. be. with: Chriſt 
which is beſt of all ; they, die that, they may live, tor ever. 
When a. Saint of. God dies, there is a,, glorigus Convoy. of, 
bleſſed Angels; ſent from Heaven to., attend . his departure, 
the Angels carried Lazarus into. Abraham's\bolom, Luk.16,22. 
and this is done both tor their honour, andtheir fatety; they 
carry 'their:Souls.out of,.theregch of, Men and Deyils, into 
the preſence. Chamber of, the , great  God,, to. him in, whoſe 
preſence is fulneſs of joysz ang at whoſe.right handare plea- 
ſuzes for.evermore, to receive .an,incorruptible and-never {a- 
ding Crown of Glory ; and; though Legions. of Devils, en- 
terpoſe, and ſeek to ſtopup,the. way, they-thazl;never-be able 
rg,obſtructtheir paſlaggingr {rpm chat tune tor evermore do - 
them any the leaſt diſpleaſure. Thus /precious in Gods ac- 
count 1+ the death of .eveny one af .In1$7Sants., | 
3» Whence-t comesz0:- paſs. that it igfe ton Qing Uh 
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A. It Flows not from any merit of theirs ; a-Saint.afpires 
not to chalenge any favour from God upon the ſcore of his 
own deſervings, but when he hath done. all, acknowledgeth - 
himſelf an napoolitange Servant, and his beſt Righteouſneſs. 
to be but as filthy Rags :. but it . proceeds from Gods infi- 
nitely free Grace, and if we look upon that, we ſhall find 
manifold reaſon why the Saints Death is precious in God's 
1. Becauſe he hath loved.them in Chriſt with an everlaſting 
Love; where there is love, it renders that objeQ beloved, 
precious.to him that loves it ; though another can diſcern ' 
no. excellency gr worthineſs in it, and may_ thereupon won-, 
der.whathe, loyes it for; yet love apprehends it to be of worth: 
now God hath. loved his Saints from everlaſting, Fer. 3x, 3. 
and inaſmuch as that which is everlaſting, is by conſequence 
immutable ; hence this love of his abiges to, in, and after 
death, and »makes it precious, | « 


2». Becauſe they are bis © Propriety and Peculiarity, engage 
the care, andexite the affeRions: to a ſuitable proportion un- 
to the Subje& ;. the Saints are God's Peculium, they are cal- 
led his Anointed, and his Prophets, P{al.1og. 15. they are firms 

ly and cloſely; united unto_ him. through Chriſt, and Death 
dothnot diflalve that. indiſſoluble Bond; dead Believers con- 
tinue in union with Chriſt, and ſhall his own die then, and 
he not be deeply concerned in it ? it cannot be. 

| (. 3+ Becauſe they are Satnts: They are Holy Ones, ſuch as. 
are ſanctified by his .Grace, and ſo are made precious - there 

 1Sa Worth put upon, and aWorth put into a Believer that 
makes him more precious than the Gold of Ophir; it makes 
him a Jewel, a Peart of. great price ; and for that reaſon he 
muſt nor be loſt, but boundup, Mal.3.17. They ſhall be mine,. 

faith the:Lord, it that day when I make up my Jewels. 
- 4. Becauſe the Death of the Saints is of great and high con- 
cern.> For, oY 

» I. Thereis much of the Glory of God is concerned in awd about 
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their Death : they donot only glorific him in their Livesbut 
in their Death roo, Joh.2 1.19. This he ſaid, fignifying by what 
Death he ſtould glorifie God. Never doth the Box of their 
ſweet Ointments give a better favour, than when the Caſe 
1s. broken : the Saznts do not go out like a Candle in a'ftink- 
' ing Snuff bat they aſcend like Fraykincenſe or ſweet Incenſe, 
in a Cloud of fragrant Smoke. | 


2.. Their eternal being in ansther World bears a Relation to 


their Death : Of all the: changes which' they paſs' through, 
this is in ſome reſpe& the greateſt: The Death of Be/evers 
15 appointed'to be the narrow paſſage through which they 
are to be conduRted from their Earthly Cottage to'a Palhace 
of Kingly Glory : It'is the Ceremony in which 'am honoura- 
ble diſcharge is given to theſe faithful Soulders from” their 
fore Warfare here below, to ride home to their City in tri- 
umph: It is their dif-banding from the Church 'Mthtant, to 


BO to and become Members of the great Sanhedrim of the 


hurch Triumphant, and' this is a' great and a'notable tranſ- 
ation and muſt needs therefore be precious, and taken fuch 
_ for, as that it may anſwer in glory to the great deiign 
OT If... .., TY 
"-USET. For Irformation : We may hence collect, 


" 1. That the Title of a Saint is a moſt honourable Title: 


or that it is the greateſt honour and priviledge in the World 


to be a Saint ; this is the honour that all Hs Saints have, 
that their Death is precious in His fight: 'and. there: 1s no 
Worldly Title, though never fo glittering and glorious, that 
involves in it fuch a priviledge is this 15 : they that have 
them may live in great ſplendor among Men, and befoli'ow- 
ed with the ſtately Solemnities of Funeral Pomp, to their 


Hotiſe of Darkneſs : but in God's account (which is alone 


to be ſetby ) they are in their Deaths of no more value than 
ſo many Beaſts, P/al.g 4.20. Man that is in honour, and under- 
Stardeth not, is like the Beaſts that periſh. This Dignity is 


Sta 


not annexed or appropriated to Imperial Crowns, 'to Robes of 
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State,or to the Thrones. of Kingdoms, but only to a Saint : 
Who en Wop nat. labour to, be of that number? | 

-.., 2». That God s.; Saints ſerve a good. Maſter: Thoſe that 
{erve Earthly Potentates, though fora while they, may be 
had in. high eſteem with them, and be greatly ſet by, yet 
ſeldom but they have their guiezase/t beiore they die ; when 
they,grow unapt,for Service, it iS.thought.high time ,to lay 
them by :: however when. Death comes ;they. are then Teſt 


. and. ſoon. forgotten :. but.the Servants of the moſt High are 


never forgotten; God that loved them living, loves them dy- 
.ing-t0o-: -. It was a lamentable, but true ſayingotf agreat, yet 
miſerable Prelate ; If 7 had ſerved God as faithfully as 1 have 
Aone: my King; heqvould not now ave deft.me : what Fools then 
[and Mad-men are they that relinquith the ſervice of God,to 
ſerve the-lujts,of Men, who care but to ſerve their own turns 
of. them, and then will relinquiſh-them ? _ | 


3. That. Death cannot make a Believer miſerable, but muſt needs 
: render him bappy. Thoſe precious 4s 0, hich God hath 
conceived-in tus own breaſt for dying Saints, cannot*chuſe 
but break forth into ſuitable operations for them ; if their 
death be precioxs in, Gods fight, itmuſt needs bring forth pre- 
cious, fruts tor them, and-tuchas ſhall fl them with perfe& 
Felicity. ... Hence, of-all the Men. in the World the Saint is 
the Man that hath the leaſt needof being afraid todie : . this 
.gloriqus promiſe isa. Believers .plentiful ſecurity againſt all 
the. frighttul menaces of the King: of 'Terrors ; . and. it may 
hght. a Child of Gad.into.and, thraugh this dark valley, . P/a/. 
x6,9,10.7 herefore my heart rejoyceth, and my Glory is glad, &Cc. 
: 4» That the Death of a Saint calls for ſolemn and ſerious ob- 
fervatian by the living. It.is an awiul thing for a Righteous 
;manto.gdie, and no, pan lay, it to heart ; for the Godly, to 
be taken, away; and none. conſider 3t : if the, Saivts death be 
precious4n, the ſight of God, then it is certain that there 
are.great and ogy reaſons. in the. very circumſtances of 
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change made in that place from whence the pooreſt ' and 
meaneſt Saint is removed : there is no fuck; defolation and 
Impoveriſhing brought upon a'Land,as when Death *.comes 
commiſſioned by God, to fieze; gather up, and carry away 
from us thoſe Jewels; one of them. is of more worth than 
ten thouſand of wicked Men, and a greater lofs it is ( whe- 
ther Men will believe it or no ) to beſtript of *one of -them, 
then of a multitude of thoſe unprofitable things that cumber 
the Ground, and are-a burden to the Earth they tread 
upon. | | 
 _ -©&SE III. For Exhortation: Learn we hence theſe PraQical 
Leſſons. | | OO EE Ty 
1. When the Saints die let us mourn: And there is' nb 
greater Argument to be found that we ſhould ' excite our 
ſelves to mourn by, then the remembrance that they were 
_ Saints: it ſhould more effeft pur hearts at the thoughts of 


© 


"this that they were Sazxts, then that they were our Father, 


'or Mother, or Brethren, or neareſt or deareſt ' Friends, for 
_ this is that which makes their loſs to be greater than any 0- 
ther Relation doth or can; others are natural, but theſe are 


- pious Tears that © are ſhed upon this account : Another 


"Man'may. bea private loſs when he is gone, His Family dr 
"his Neighbours, or Conſ6rts may miſs him ; but: a' $24, 
though he be a private Chriftian; 1s yer, when he dies a, pub- 
"lick loſs, and deferves. the tears of ZFae!; how much mare 
"than when he hath been a Saigt ProyEemany, put into a'c2- 
-pacity of being, and by Grate helpt and endbled tobea pub- 
Tick benefit-by the Orb he moved" in? when"'a' Saint Dies 
there is manitold ground of Mourning ; there js then'a Pillar 
'pluckr obt of the Building, aFoundation one" taken out bf 
"the Walls Mai removed ur'of the' Gap; and now it 
"be greatly feated'that God is parting, and Calamitits 
; coming,and arefiot theſe things"to be ————; 00 ring 9 
' 2. When the” Saims die beware 'of Trregular Pouring : 
"though'weare to lament their Death; yetlwe rally <bevth = 
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that it be after the right manner : a dying Saint may fay to 
his-weeping Friends that ſtand round about, wringing their 
bands, after the' ſame - Language that Chriſt did to thoſe 
weeping Women, Luk.23.27,28, 29. Daughters sf Feruſalem, 
weep not for me, but for your ſelves, and your Children, &c.” It 
s we and not they that are indangered and endamaged by 
it : we may therefore weep for our ſelves, and there 1s good 
reaſon for it, but to mourn for them is ſupert|uous. Is their 
Death precious in Gods? let it not be miſerable in-our eſteem: 
and tell me you whoſe hearts throb, and eyes run over with 
ſorrow, iS it not a_ precious thing to be aſleep in Jeſus? to 
ty inthe lap of his providence, and reſt fromthe labours and 
forrows of -a troubleſome World ? to be laid outof the noife 
of the whiſtling Winds, and feel none of the impetuoſity of 
thoſe Storms 2nd Tempeſts that are blowing abroad? to be 
out of the ſight and hearing of the rolling and daſhing 


waves of the roaring Sea ? to ſleep out the reſt of the tem-- 


peſtuous night of: this World, ſtanding: in the inner Cham- 
ber of Gods Providence, in anſwer to that ſweet invitation? 


1ſai.26.22. Come my People, enter into thy Chambers, and ſbut 
thy doors about thee, &c.. ''Foly in : Chriſt's 1Boſom, and: be: 


raviſhed with'his deareſt love, and moſt intimate Embraces ? 


to ſee none of thoſe forrowful changes that are: coming_'on : 


the places which they once lived: in; -nor any more to be 
within the reach of the calumny and rage of their ſpiteful 
Enemies ? ſurely theſe Notes:do-not. ſuit with an Elegiack 
ſtrain ; and yet this 15 the comfort which is given -them to 


teed upon, whoſe dead Relations and Friends'were Saintsupon 


the carth. 


\ 


' 3« 15 the death of the Saints precious in God's fight? let it be- 


fo in ours too, Fhey are not ta. be accounted tor cantemp- 
tible things which' God ſets an;high value upon; and:it is our 
 wiſdom-to:think| and fpeak of perſons -and things -as God 


doth : we ought not to ſlight the death of the righteous, and 
ſpeak meanly of it, as. of a ang. that 1S little momentous : L : | 
COſLENI _ Shs: .. am. 
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am ſure their arrival at Heayen is there taken notice: of as 
a thing worthy of obſervation ; and ſhall not their departure 
be regarded ? they are welcomed mto the 'Palace of: delighd 
with Pazegyricks ; and ſhall then be hence difmifſed with ns 
more but a ſorry faying, there is now a good: Man. gone, and 
he will be miſſed in the Fannily, or the Church to which he 
once belonged ? we ſhould embalnmy the memory: of/ the 
Saints with the ſweet ſmelling Spices that grew in their own 
Gardens, and pick the chiefeſt Flowers out of thoſe Beds. to 
ſtrew their Graves withal ; we ſhould remember and make. 

"mention of them with honourable thoughts and words: and 

though'it be now grown a Nick-name of 'contempt among 
wicked and prophane: Men, yet. count it the! moſt: orient 
Jewel in their Crown, the moſt odoriferous and pleaſant 

Flower in their Garland, that we can fay of them that they 
lived and died Saints ; all other Eſchutcheons will either wear 

away, or be taken down, every other monument will 'become 
old,.and grow over with the Maſs of time, and: their 'Titles, 
though cur in Brafs, will be Canker-eaten and” illegible : this 
onely will endure and be freſh and Flouriſhing, when Marble. 
it {elf ſhall be rurned into' common duſt. - omen tn 

-: Such an one:it is 'whom: we have now:[loft 5 andi/Oh: 
that we knew how great.a-loſs' we. have. fuftained in him / 
they are little things to be put ihto the account, and - weigly 
but light in the:-commendations we have to. give him to 
fay,'Fhis Government hath:loſta- Magiſtrate; this/Town hath 
hath-doſt:a good BenefaRor zothis Church hath loft am ho- 
nourable: Members. his Companythath/lofb a worthy Cap- 
tain ; his Family hath loſt a loving -and kind Husband, Fas 
ther, Maſter ; the Poor: have loſt a :Liberal and Merciful 

Friend; that naturehad farniſhed-him with a ſweet and» afta- 

ble Diſpoſition; and-even temper $3that Providence:had'gi- 
ven him a proſperous and: Flouritting Portion of this Worlds 

Goods ; that the love and reſpe&ot the People had [lifted 

him up to places of honour and preferment; Is, this oe 
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ſhines them all; that hewas a Saint upon Earth ; that he li- 
ved likea Saint here, and died the precious Death ot a Saint; 
and now 1s gone to reſt with the Saints in glory: this hath. 

raiſed thoſe Relicks of his above common duſt, and made 
them precious duſt. When Conſcience- of duty ſtimulated 
me to perform my part of his Exequies, and put me upon 
it to do him honour at his Death ; merhoughts Juſtice re- 
quired, and envy it ſelf would not nibble at this: Character : 
and if the Tree be to be knownby its Fruits, his 'works hall 
praiſe him in the Gates : For his conſtant and cloſe ſecret 
Communion with God (which none but Hypocrites are wont - 
to do with the ſound of a Trumpet ) ſuch as were moſt in- 
timate with him, have. known and can teſtifie : the care - 
which he had to keep up conſtant Family” Worſhip, in read- 
mg of the Scriptures, and praying in his Family (fromwhich 
no buſineſs publick or private could divert hum ) was almoſt 
now unparalleld; the honourable reſpe&t he bore to God's - 
holy Ordinances, by diligently attending upon them, and 
eſteeming highly of God's Servants for their work fake, and 
care that he uſed to live the Truths which he heard from 
time to time, was very ſingular : the exemplarineſs of his 
Life and Converſe among Men, and the endeavours which 
he uſed to ſhew forth rhe Graces of the Spirit, not being a- 
ſhamed of Chriſt, nor being willing to ke a ſhame unto him; . 
_ let all that knew him bear witneſs of: his meek Eoldneſs in - 
reproving vin, and gentle faithfulneſs in endeavouring to 
w1n Sinners as he had opportunity, is known to ſuch as lay 
in his way : His conſtancy in all theſe whiles times have 
changed, and many Proteſlors have degenerated, when he 
ſtrove to grow better as the times grew worſe, will ſpeak the 
ſincerity of his Profeſſion : his living above the World, and 
keeping his heart diſentangled, and his mind in Heaven, in 
the midſt of all outward occaſions and urgency of Buſineſs, 
beſpake him not to be of this ' World, bur a Pilgrim on the- 
Earth, a Citizen of Heaven: In a word, he was a true Natha- 
wich,” G2. : But . 


(28 )- 
But God hath taken him from us, and by this ſtroak given 
us one more fad prognoſtick of miſery a coming : when 
there are but a few Saints in the World, and thoſe die apace 
* too, what iS to be thought to be at the door ? I dare fay his 
Death was precious in Gods ſight, and he had ſome holy end 
in taking him away juſt now, who might probably have li- 
ved many years, and done much more ſervice for God in his 
Generation - I ſhall not make it my work to Propheſie ; the 
Lord grant we do not all know it too ſoon to our coſt. 
Mean time let us have ſuch in remembrance, and labour to 
be followers of them who through Faith and Patience do 
now inherit the promiſes, and that will be the beſt way to 
. divert the Omen: Let us account the Saints precious 
whiles they live, and God will not begrutch them to us : 
but if we by contempt, obloquy, and wickedly grieving their 
Righteous Souls, make their lives a burden to them ; it they 
cannot live in honour among Men, they ſhall die in favour 
with God, and hewill make their death a precious gain to 
them, though it bea direſul preſageof a great inundation of 
py Calamities coming upon thoſe whom they leave behind 
them. | 


IN OBITUM LUCTUOSISIMUM VIRI VERE 
GENEROSI, PII, PLURIMISQ; ALIIS NOME- 
NIBUS HONORANDI 
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Cum Dignitate pari degentis, in Summo Dynaſtarum 
NOY-ANGLORVM ordine, dum visit, Pius. 


Es ver perpetuum voluit Deus eſſe ; perennetn 
Noluit aftatem : ſed S Autumni quoque temps 
Cedere ; ' quo juſſit ver, eſtatemque, coronam, 
Flores & fruges, deponere ; cumq; nivali 
Pinclo ut triſtis Hyems couſtringeret omnia: (uo me 
Fert animus vereor,ne Tu quoq; terra Nov Angla, 
Experiare vices Anni ; cut preteriere | 
Floribus ornatum ver, © tua frugibus eſtas. 
Quamque din Autumni nobis inimica fuere 
Tempora | dum Proceres dives, ſanftoſq; Prephetas, 
Tunumeroſque pios, meſſem nec adhuc ſatis amplam, 
Tpſe Deus reputans demeſſuit : Unde Nov Angli 
Noſtratem hunc Procerum comitem, ſociumq; fidelem 
Lugent ; ( Quem Deus hinc, jam nunc ſubduxit in altun 
FEthera ) conclamant ; merito Iugendus es, HULLT: 
Tnus de fulcris, ad propugnacula fixis, | 
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